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ixed-media artist Laura Lein-Svencner creates abstract

landscapes, assemblages, and a variety of colorful, textural

collage paintings. Her work is intriguing and inspiring. Read on to learn

more about her, her process, and her art.

Owv corwervsation . . .

Paige: How do you begin a piece

of art? Does it start with a sketch,
something that inspires you, or just
playful experimentation?

Laura: Honestly, it starts when I

put on my apron. I switch thought
processes and gears. I scan the studio
space, see what I was working on
before I left, and decide if it's time to
start something new. Some projects
take an incubation period with more
planning than, say, my Tack Down
Tuesday weekly piece. If I'm creating a
piece for Tack Down Tuesday, I check
in on how I'm feeling or what is going
on in my life. Then I look for the color
in my collage papers to match my
mood and what is circling in my head
and heart. In the past five years I've
explored using a collage sketchbook.

I give myself a half hour to create five
quick collages using 10 magazine
pages, a glue stick, and scissors, Often,
the compositional layout of these
pieces inspires me to create a larger
piece in different colors and textures.
Playing around is a big part of it, too.

Paige: What is Tack Down Tuesday? Is
there a story behind it?

Laura: More than three years ago, 1
launched a plan to sell my artwork
online, through my blog and other
social media. After I figured out that
Tuesday would be the day to do so,
and chose a catchy name, Tack Down
Tuesday came to life.

I start with a 12" x 12" piece of paper
each time. I tape the edges with 2"
tape, so the artwork itself is actually

8" x 8", I create this art every Monday
afternoon and then put it up on my
email service/weekly newsletter, which
also shares where I'm teaching and
exhibiting next. Much like using an art
journal, where things spill out onto the
page, I “spill out” on my weekly Tack
Down Tuesday—what I'm thinking
about, what is happening around

me personally or in the world. I look
forward to Mondays because I really
don't know what will come out of me
and onto the surface as I collage. I have
learned to let go and just let it happen.






